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The Centre for the Arts Suva (CAS) is conceived out of a need 
for locally framed and owned arts spaces that will work to 
empower and support ongoing arts activities in Suva, creating 
much needed space for emerging artists and art forms. 

The robust CAS annual art program engages with the question 
‘what is a local Fijian art centre’? Over this year CAS’s intention 
is to be accessible to the public and dedicated to contemporary 
art. CAS aspires to be a porous space connecting curatorial, 
artistic practices and related discourses for the local community, 
reflecting our position within the larger art ecosystem. 

CAS works across the art spectrum: advocating and supporting 
local arts and artists; collaborating and networking with existing 
arts agencies, organisations, donors, embassies and artists; and 
finding avenues in the arts sector to assist and enact change that 
ensures greater access and exposure for artists and their work.



Purpose

CAS aims to facilitate a wide range of activities that will stimulate and encourage 
interest in art, culture, and education within the wider city of Suva.

Target audience

CAS beneficiaries are local emerging young artists, local art teachers, knowledge 
sharers and educators, heritage and culture artisans, local enthusiasts, international 
and virtual tourists, and the greater Pacific diaspora.

Guardianship | Veitaqomaki

Nurturing a unique and cultural space that promotes, conserves, and 
maintains the heritage and integrity of Fiji-based (or Fijian) artists, and their 
work.   

Nourish & Foster | Susugi ka tuberi

Fostering, promoting, and facilitating interest and involvement in art, 
culture, creativity, the creative industries, and art education. 

For everyone | Vei keda kece

Engaging creatively in open, inclusive, and accessible ways with 
the wider community.

The Vision

CAS aims to facilitate a wide range of activities that will stimulate and encourage 
interest in art, culture, and education within the wider city of Suva.

Our Mission

To achieve this mission, the Centre for the Arts, Suva (CAS) will engage in activities 
that stimulate and celebrate the diverse and inclusive communities and industries 
of creative expression in Fiji. It will do this by promoting both heritage and 
contemporary frames by restoring memories of our creative histories and creating 
spaces to garner a new cadre of artists, artisans, and creatives.  

There are three pillars to the CAS vision.  

These pillars point to the core values and guiding principles which underpins all of 
the work that we do.  



Nakita Lewasau Irvin
Founder
Nakita Lewasau Irvin is a social impact entrepreneur. 
She established Tasty Kitchen Collective (TKC), a local 
nonprofit organization established to support the growth 
and development of the emerging locally grown food 
industry by creating spaces for the celebration and 
promotion of local food. Her sub brand ‘Tasty Island 
Treats’ produces the famous all natural, vegan pops 
made from locally sourced seasonal fruits. Nakita is 
married to Andrew Irvin, an American national and 
researcher working in the climate justice space, and is a 
mother of 3 children. 

Peter Sipeli
Founder/Creative Director
Peter is a poet, curator and local arts organizer. He is 
the founder of The Poetry Shop Fiji, a local collective 
of spoken word poets, and facilitates regular poetry 
events in Suva. Peter also founded ARTalk, Fiji’s only 
online arts magazine. ARTalk addresses the prolonged 
silences in Fiji’s literary arts scene. A spoken word poet 
with a large following, he is a champion of the revival 
of literary movements in Fiji, enabling and framing 
authentic local voices through the provision of spaces 
for poets and artists. 

168 Foster Road, 
Walu Bay, Suva City

P.O. Box 322 
Suva

Contact

P: +679 869 4272
E: nakita@suvaart.com

Contact

P: +679 945 9583
E: peter@suvaart.com
 



Suva 
Public
Programs

2022



May - June Shifting Urban Landscapes
of Suva 

July - August Emerging Artists Exhibition
in partnership with VAVA (ages 18-30)

September - October Ghetto Arts Lead Curator 
graffiti, digital art and graphic image making 

November - December (Rural Womens Day) 
Fiji Womens ART Exhibition - curated by Shivangani Lal

Literary Book Launch (Exhibition)

Heritage ART Exhibition 
an heritage art object exhibition focusing on indigenous fibres 
and textiles

Centre for the Arts, Suva

Exhibition 
Program

6 main 
exhibitions 



Suva, Urban Landscapes 

Center for the ARTs, Suva 
Opening exhibition 

Suva – a sprawling city metropolis, home to 94, 000 
Fijians – a city that seems, at a glance, at war with 
itself. The rigid, solid shapes of new modern buildings 
juxtaposed with colonial architecture. Dilapidated, 
sagging storefronts beside multi-storied shopping 
malls. Giant cell phone company billboards compete 
with hand-painted faded shop signs. The clash 
between the old and new is both confronting and 
romantic. 

The exhibition captures the city, as it is, its food 
culture, bus station and the Suva municipal market. 
The juxtaposition of Yatu Lau arcade against the 
luxurious cafes and food courts. Identifying the line 
in the city between the heaving hustler trade rustic 
and the upmarket parts. Suva is many things and this 
exhibition captures its different faces through the lens 
of these emerging photographers. 

12 emerging photographers exhibit their work for the 
first time, offering insights through portraits of the city. 

Archaic by Visualice Fiji on Instagram



Emerging Artists Exhibition

Criteria: Artists between the ages of 18 – 25 

An open call inviting young, emerging artists to participate in 
a visual art exhibition that provides a safe space for vibrant, 
new, creative talent. 
Focus on traditional forms: painting, drawings, ink on paper, 
collage, etc. 
Specific: no digital work 

Credit: IG @reginaz_shiki | IG @naiqama_96



Womens ART Exhibition 

Curated by Shivangani Lal

Shivanjani Lal is a twice-removed Fijian-Indian-Australian artist and 
curator. Based in Australia and the UK, she finds herself tied to 
a long history of familial movement, reflected in her work, which 
uses personal grief to account for ancestral loss and healing. 
She is a member of the indentured labour diaspora from the 
Indian and Pacific oceans. She combines intimate images of 
family, sourced from photo albums, with video and images from 
contemporary travels to the Asia-Pacific in a reconstruction of 
temporal landscapes that act as shifting sites for diasporic healing, 
from which she emerges. 

Of fundamental concern in these works is how art develops and 
represents culture as it transitions between contexts, and the 
fluctuating experiences of women in these spaces. 

Credit: Shivangani Lal



Suva Public Programs
2022

CAS Art School programs
All art programs are run over 3 month duration (1 Term)

Centre  for the Arts, Suva

Children’s Art Program  

Centre for the Arts, Suva Children’s Art Program This fun and project-driven program ensures that 
children are engaged to learn a range of creative skills and techniques.  Each of our 7 art projects 
is framed as group or individual work. 

Basic illustration 
techniques

Collage & mixed 
media art making – 
group project 

Painting – 
group project 

Paper Mache 
sculptures 

Kite making

Marie Koya Kitty Aries June

Program Manager: 



Adult Visual ARTs (VA)

Adult Visual ARTs (VA) This class is great for beginners as well as for artists who want to increase 
the sense of depth, form, and accuracy in their drawings or paintings. CAS VA is an introductory 
art program for people interested in developing skills in drawing & painting;

Introduction to drawings a 12 week program with senior Fijian Artists: shapes, shading 
grades, shadows and basic portraiture.

Josua Toganivalu Mason Lee

Program Manager: 

Note: 

The CAS VA program is flexible and can provide one-on-one classes for people 
with specific needs or time constraints. This will happen offsite.

spacecolorline value textureformshape



Craft Program

CAS Craft Program runs once weekly as a day program that focuses on mindfulness. CAS believes 
that we need to create space for therapeutic forms of art making that allow people to take time out 
of their busy lives – and especially from digital noise – to learn a new creative skill.

CAS is committed to creating a craft space where people can gather to learn skills from each 
other; a place for talanoa and for healing. 

(Tea and coffee is provided – clients are asked to bring along a plate)

Quilting Masi printing Slow Stitching Book Making Paper Making



Cultural Program 

Cultural Program The Centre for the Arts Suva is borne of a desire to deepen 
appreciation for Fijian culture, making it more accessible through a programme 
delivered by heritage arts experts. In this respect, it builds on the existing efforts 
of various community cultural practitioners. It will support artists and those 
with related knowledge, understanding and passion to connect with the wider 
community through the creation of an urban space for both exhibition and talanoa. 

We believe that by connecting artists and experts with the wider community we 
can enhance social cohesion and promote respect for traditional knowledge, 
safeguarding and communicating significant cultural forms to future generations. 

Matamosi Masi Artisans is a collective run by Koto Matamosi, whose mother is 
the late Makereta Matamosi, the masi artisan from Namuka-i-Lau, the designer 
of the masi livery and planes of our national airline. Koto and her family of masi 
makers and mat weavers honour her mother’s legacy by carrying forward the 
ancient art practice of her people. 

• This program offers mat weaving, working in small groups of 5-7 people 
working to complete an ‘ibe’ fringed in contemporary style with wool. 

• This program also offers masi printing (a textile made from processing the 
bark of mulberry trees)



Captain Seta of Drua Experience features on our cultural program 
as a cultural expert who shares knowledge of his journey as a 
traditional navigator, sailing around the world on the ‘Uto ni 
Yalo’ in a talanoa series. Captain Seta also hosts a ‘bakanawa’ 
construction workshop, teaching children and young adults how 
to make model ‘camakau’ (a double hull, highly manoeuvrable 
outrigger sailing canoe)

Navigator/Captain Setareki Ledua is a young man who hails from Naividamu, 
Vulaga in the Lau group. Vasu – Levuka, Tubou, Lakeba, Lau. 

One of only two traditionally trained navigators in Fiji at the moment, he comes 
from a long line of traditional canoe builders in Vulaga, Lau. 

He has sailed approximately 80, 000 nautical miles (148,160 kilometres) 
throughout the Northern and Southern Pacific Ocean on three major voyages, 
starting out on the Uto ni Yalo as a 19 year old in 2010. 

Captain Seta, now 29 years old, was trained by Hawaiian and Maori navigators 
and hopes to continue searching for evidence of Fijian navigation whilst ensuring 
that knowledge is also preserved and passed on. 

Captain Seta’s dream is to start a Traditional Navigation and canoe building 
School here in Fiji that creates interest among young people and reconnects them 
with traditional sailing culture and navigation, their ancestors, and above all to the 
ocean.



Music Program 

CAS music program is a children’s program managed by the Dulali Traditional Meke Group, a 
non-profit organization that provides and maintains authentic Taukei performance in all art forms.

The CAS Music program offers children:

Program Partner: 

Dulali Traditional Dance Group & Dolce Sounds 

Lali – Fijian traditional 
drumsa

Vucu – Fijian chanting, 
a form of Fijian song



Language teachers have been selected for our courses via the 
Institute of Indigenous Studies, the Retired Teachers Association, 
and the Fiji Teachers Association.

CAS offers conversational language classes in:

• Fijian 
• Fiji – Hindi 
• Rotuman 
• Kiribati

These classes are offered once a week, onsite at CAS and offsite at Fiji Teachers 
Association venues in Suva. CAS also offers private classes – please enquire at 
front desk for these options.

CAS Cultural Program
Language Classes



Events
2022



TKC Test Kitchen
Tasty Kitchen Collective (TKC) is a local nonprofit 
organization that is committed to creating a community 
for local food innovators through the creation of events 
and workshop. TKC uses research that documents best 
practices within the food sector and creating projects 
that encourage catering businesses to rethink local food 
and transform fast food into healthier options. TKC Test 
Kitchen is a local monthly food event series curated 
by local social impact entrepreneur Nakita Irvin. CAS 
inaugural month will see TKC Test present ‘YumChow’ 
that takes inspiration from ‘yum cha’, the famous 
Chinese breakfast. YumChow offers small portions of 
local fusion foods as a light dinner option. TKC will 
partner with local food entrepreneurs and innovators to 
bring you these monthly food events.



Art Entrepreneurship Training is a fundamental 
aspect of the mentoring program for exhibiting 
artists. Emerging talents that exhibit at CAS are 
encouraged to undergo the entrepreneurship 
workshop to learn the basic know-how of the 
business of making and selling art and art 
products to increase their chances of taking their 
work to a professional level.



ARTALK: 
ARTalk is Fijis only online ARTs magazine; ARTalk is 
collaborating with CAS on two projects for 2020:

CAS Conversations 
a monthly public forum for discussion of the arts and culture in Fiji – this May 
ARTalk explores ‘Understanding The Fiji ART System’ a critical analysis of how 
the Fijian art space functions and the agencies, actors and artists working in 
the sector.

ARTalk & CAS 
working organically to build a Fiji arts database, through contact with artists 
involved with ongoing CAS work, this collaboration seeks create a database 
template that encompasses contacts, creative work & portfolios. Through 
cooperative networking and research CAS will create a resource that truly 
reflects artists and their craft.



a mini music fest on the last Friday of each 
second month with emerging musicians and 
singers working in Suva - a ticketed event.



CAS 
Projects

2022



CAS Projects:

Framing the Literary Fiji Space - development & planning 
project with Commonwealth Writers Foundation



Film Nights
Films as Cultural Texts with Ben Wheeler

Join Ben for screenings of films from the Oceania 
region and beyond with introductions that will highlight 
the cultural and historical relevance of the curated 
selection, and explain reading strategies for those 
interested in the language of cinema from an academic 
or practical perspective.

Ben Wheeler has been studying, teaching and writing 
about films for over two decades, creating and leading 
modules that deal with aspects of theory and criticism in 
currently used in universities across the United Kingdom. 

Since moving to Fiji in 2019 he has been helping to 
organise free movie screenings across Suva, whilst 
creating blogs, podcasts and short films that explore 
Fijian culture and identity.



CAS Writers Room (online sessions)
The Writers’ Room, devised to be an ongoing series of collaborative 
workshops, is launching its inaugural session of its series on writing for 
audio/visual media.  

The Center for the Arts, Suva (CAS), in coordination with Film Fiji, will 
be hosting a screenwriting workshop over eight weeks, examining 
script form, structure, voicing, and professional standards in formatting 
and presentation in a practical exercise which will result in a full-length 
feature film screenplay, with writing credit shared by all workshop 
participants.

Participation in the Writers’ Room is FREE of 
charge, but space is limited to 20 participants, 
so registering is essential to secure a space. 
Refreshments will be provided by Tasty 
Kitchen Collective for each workshop session.

Please contact 
Andrew@lonecubproductions.com 
for registration & details.



Peer to Peer mentoring

Regina Shiki
Regina Shiki is a emerging artist based in 
Suva, she credits her interest in the arts to 
a creative family background. A childhood 
love for creativity later developed into a 
pain management tool for chronic migraines 
providing a space to express, which later turned 
into a career. She is now a professional artist, 
working in predominantly digital illustration, 
motion design animation, traditional painting (oil 
and acrylic) and photo manipulation.

Jonathan Tudreu
Jonathan Tudreu is a Graphic Design graduate 
from the Fiji National University, with a passion 
for digital art. He’s the founder of The Gallery 
Fiji, which is a small Vector Art business based 
in Suva. With just over 2 years of Graphic 
Design experience, Jonathan has taken part in 
numerous logo design/art competitions where 
he was able to gain experience and learn new 
design trends. Jonathan enjoys what he does as 
he gets to express his imagination and creativity 
through his designs and artwork.

Regina and Jonathan are winner of the It was the “iSausauvou: Arts | 
Transmission | Resilience’ Art Exhibition Competition hosted by Urban 
Pathways project

At CAS our aim to relook at how art projects and movements are framed and work to identify a new, 
a different way of approaching subjects - this peer-to-peer projects online discussion space invites 
young  emerging artists working in digital and new mediums to gather to share information, talanoa 
and obtain new insight into navigating their place in the Fijian art system. 

Regina Shiki and Jonathan Tudreu are both winner of the Urban Pathways “iSausauvou: Arts | 
Transmission | Resilience’ Art Exhibition Competition. They will be hosts of this online space,  to allow 
young people to talk with other young people working and making their way in the arts in Suva, Fiji. 

Regina and Jonathan will share their knowledge and experience with fellow young artists and over 
the course of this project, host established artists working in the same genres!



Supported by:


